JOINT AGREEMENT CHECKLIST
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	1. 
	The governing body of the lead entity (applicant) and the governing bodies of all the cooperating units of general local government must authorize the agreement.
	
	

	2. 
	The chief executive officer of the lead entity and the chief executive officer of each unit of general local government must execute the agreement.
	
	

	3. 
	The agreement must be accompanied by a legal opinion from the lead entity’s counsel that the terms and provisions of the agreement are fully authorized under State and local law and that the agreement provides full legal authority for the lead entity.
Note:
· If the lead entity does not have such authority, the legal opinion must state that the participating jurisdiction has the authority to undertake, or assist in undertaking, essential community renewal and lower income housing assistance activities.  A mere certification by the lead agency’s counsel that the agreement is approved as to form is insufficient and unacceptable.
· The legal opinion should be a separate document on the letterhead of the attorney.
	
	

	4. 
	The agreement must state that it covers the State NSP requirements.
	
	

	5. 
	The agreement must provide that the lead entity is responsible for ensuring that NSP requirements (such as program income or rent affordability) are complied with after grant closeout.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6. 
	The agreement must provide that NSP program income will belong to the lead entity’s NSP even if it is generated from activities undertaken within or by a cooperating local jurisdiction.
	
	

	7. 
	The agreement must provide that it shall remain in effect until the State NSP funds and program income received are expended and the funded activities completed.
	
	

	8. 
	The agreement must provide that the participating units of general local government or the lead entity cannot terminate or withdraw from the cooperation agreement while it remains in effect.
	
	

	9. 
	The agreement must contain a provision obligating the cooperating units of general local government or lead entity to take all actions necessary to assure compliance with the certification required by section 104(b) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Fair Housing Act, section 109 of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, and other applicable laws.
	
	

	10. 
	The agreement must contain a provision prohibiting NSP funding for activities in, or in support of, any cooperating unit of general local government that does not affirmatively further fair housing within its own jurisdiction or that impedes the lead entity’s actions to comply with its fair housing certification.  
	
	

	11. 
	The agreement must expressly state "that the cooperating unit of general local government has adopted and is enforcing:
	
	

	a. 
	A policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within its jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations; and
	
	

	b. 
	A policy of enforcing applicable State and local laws against physically barring entrance to or exit from a facility or location, which is the subject of such non-violent civil rights demonstrations within jurisdictions."
	
	


	12. 
	The agreement may not contain a provision for veto or other restriction that would allow any party to the agreement to obstruct the implementation of the approved State NSP application during the period covered by the applicants’ NSP agreement with the State.
	
	

	13. 
	The agreement must contain language specifying that, pursuant to 24 CFR 570.501(b), the unit of local government is subject to the same requirements applicable to subrecipients, including the requirement of a written agreement as described in 24 CFR 570.503.
	
	

	14. 
	The agreement must provide that the participating units of general local government agree to satisfy all requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and that for each project assisted with NSP funds, they will designate one of the participating units of general local government as the lead entity for compliance purposes.
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