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March 3, 2011 
 
Ms. Lauri Aylaian, Director 
Community Development Department 
City of Palm Desert 
73-510 Fred Waring Drive 
Palm Desert, CA  92260 
 
Dear Ms. Aylaian: 
 
RE:  Review of the City of Palm Desert’s Revised Draft Housing Element 
 
Thank you for submitting Palm Desert’s revised draft housing element received for review on 
February 14, 2011.  The Department is required to review draft housing elements and report 
the findings to the locality pursuant to Government Code Section 65585(b).  Communications 
with you facilitated the review. 
 
The revised draft element addresses the statutory requirements described in the 
Department’s August 24, 2010 review.  For example, the element now includes a program to 
rezone at least 100 acres permitting multifamily development at a minimum of 20 units per 
acre.  The revised draft element will comply with State housing element law (Article 10.6 of the 
Government Code) when adopted and submitted to the Department, pursuant to Government 
Code Section 65585(g).   
 
The element relies on several large sites to accommodate the regional housing need 
allocation (RHNA), particularly for lower-income households.  Large sites can be potentially 
difficult for the development of housing affordable to lower-income households as described in 
the Department’s previous reviews.  Program 1.G to encourage land divisions creating parcel 
sizes that can facilitate the development of multifamily housing affordable to lower-income 
households (e.g., 2-5 acres) is critical to demonstrate adequate sites and comply with housing 
element law.  As a result, Palm Desert must monitor and report on the results of the Program 
through the annual progress reports, required pursuant to Government Code Section 65400.  
If the Program is not effective in encouraging appropriately sized sites as described above, 
the element should be amended to identify alternative strategies and sites and add or revise 
programs, as appropriate.   
 
The Department appreciates your effort and cooperation throughout the course of the review 
and looks forward to receiving Palm Desert’s adopted housing element.  If you have any 
additional questions, please contact Paul McDougall, of our staff, at (916) 322-7995. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Glen A. Campora 
Assistant Deputy Director 
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