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TODAY'S NEWS  

 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Construction Dive: CA Governor Urges Lawmakers to Reduce Red tape in 
Effort to Boost Affordable Housing Construction 
By Sean Barry [1-12-17] // As part of a state spending plan for the next fiscal 
year, Brown called for a raft of legislation that makes it easier to build new 
homes, including streamlining the permitting process and introducing incentives 
for local governments to meet housing requirements. 
 
Construction Dive: NYC Adds the Most Affordable Housing Since 1989 
By Sen Barry [1-13-17] // Last year was the best year for affordable housing in 
New York City in a long time – 27 years, to be exact. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced Thursday that the city constructed or preserved more than 21,000 
units of low- and middle-income housing in 2016, the most annually since 1989, 
according to The New York Times. 
  
LAND USE / PLANNING / REGULATION 
NBC News: Landlord Group Files Lawsuit to Block Voter Control in 
Richmond 
By Gillian Edevane [1-11-17] // A California-based landlord group is working to 
block Richmond's new rent control policy, titled "Measure L," from being 
enforced, despite its overwhelming support from voters in the working-class city. 
 
Silicon Valley Business Journal: Developer Shrinks Approved Downtown 
Redwood City Condo Project after NIMBY Lawsuit 
By Kevin Truong [1-9-10] // An approved condo project in downtown Redwood 
City has been shrunk by the developer from 91 to 68 units in response to a 
lawsuit filed by aggrieved community members. The legal action represents the 
first of its kind in the city, but is part of the larger battle that has pitted slow-
growth activists against developers and city officials across the Bay Area. 
 
East Bay Express: Oakland Mayor Schaaf Issues Order Intended to Improve 
Safety of Unpermitted Housing While Avoiding Displacement 
By Darwin BondGraham [1-11-17] // Acknowledging that in the aftermath of the 
Ghost Ship fire some property owners have evicted residents of warehouses and 
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other unpermitted living spaces for fear of legal liability, Oakland Mayor Libby 
Schaaf today issued an executive order meant to help landlords bring buildings 
up to code, while hopefully avoiding displacement of tenants. 
 
HOUSING MARKETS / REAL ESTATE 
Terner Center: Opening Doors to Homeownership Series Part 1: Lease-
Purchase 
By Carol Galante, Caronlina Reid, and Rocio Sanchez-Moyano [1-10-17] // 
Today, the Terner Center at U.C. Berkeley is launching the Opening Doors to 
Homeownership series, exploring several innovative models that hold the 
promise to overcome barriers to home ownership and “restore a key pillar of a 
vibrant middle class.” Policy brief available here. 
 
OC Housing News: Bold California Housing Market Predictions for 2017 
[1-11-17] // The Housing Market Will Flourish or flounder depending on mortgage 
interest rates. 
 
Construction Dive: Fannie Mae Home Purchase Sentiment Index continues 
Slide in December 
By Sean Barry [1-11-17] // Government-backed lender Fannie Mae's consumer 
sentiment index for housing slid for the fifth-consecutive month in December, 
dropping another 0.5 points to 80.7 points. 
 
Marketwatch: Why Home Builders Can’t—or Won’t—Meet Housing Demand 
By Hal Bundrick [1-11-17] // You’re finally ready to buy a house. Got a decent 
down payment in the bank, a solid credit history and even a preapproval from a 
lender. You’re golden. Except you can’t find a house.  

MORTGAGE & FORECLOSURE ISSUES 
Zillow: Homes in Black Neighborhoods Twice as Likely to Be Underwater 
as Homes in White Neighborhoods 
By Svenja Gudell [1-11-17] // During the bust, home values in largely Hispanic 
and black communities nationwide fell much farther than in white communities. 
And since the recovery began, home values in black communities especially 
have bounced back at a far slower pace. The depth of the housing recession, 
coupled with a much weaker recovery, means that many homeowners in these 
communities have not been able to regain home equity at the same pace as their 
peers in white communities. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Next City: S.F. Jobs Office to Let Communities Define “Underserved" 
By Johnny Magdaleno [1-6-17] // In December, San Francisco’s Office of 
Economic Workforce Development announced it will make $45 million available 
for community groups in the city that prove they can link impoverished 
communities with employment barriers to booming local industries. 
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Sacramento Bee: Sacramento Hopes to Spark an Economy of Cool, 
Starting with Art Street 
By Anita Chabria [1-9-17] // With rain pouring down on his blue suede shoes, 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg on Sunday stepped inside a cavernous warehouse on 
lower Broadway hoping it contained the answer to an image question that has 
plagued Sacramento for decades: Will this city ever be cool? 
 
HOMELESSNESS 
KQED: For Some L.A. Homeless, a Rising River Heightens Storms’ Threat 
By Molly Peterson [1-12-17] // Heavy rain is just one of several winter challenges 
for a woman named Wendy who sleeps rough along the concrete-lined Los 
Angeles River that many people know for movie car chase scenes. In addition to 
the rain, gusty winds have shoved temperatures down, too. 
 
Curbed: Making Tiny Shelters from Recycled Materials 
By Julia Cooke [1-10-17] // At $5,000, this design by David Lopez is affordable 
and customizable. The architect proposes it as a temporary shelter, 
inexpensively produced, and adapted to regional requirements with a mutable 
cladding made of recycled, regionally available materials. 
 
ECONOMY / EMPLOYMENT 
Los Angeles Times: What’s Hurting California’s Budget: The Rich Aren’t 
Getting Richer as Fast as They Used To 
By Natalie Kitroeff and Paresh Dave [1-12-17] // “We are lining ourselves up for a 
massive budgetary crisis. It’s a function of when and not if,” said Chris 
Thornberg, co-founder of Beacon Economics. “It’s hard to feel bad for someone 
whose income goes from $2 million to $1 million in a year, but the reality is that is 
going to have a tremendous impact on our [state] budget.” 
 
Next City: Majority of U.S. Mayors Say Poverty Is Their Top Concern 
By Rachel Dovey [1-10-17] // The 2016 Menino Survey of Mayors checks in with 
over 100 mayors in 41 states about everything from their own career ambitions to 
tackling poverty and federal agencies. While last year’s survey focused on topics 
like infrastructure, finance and housing, this year’s was more heavily skewed 
toward “people priorities” — things like poverty and immigration. 
 
Washington Post: It’s More Expensive than Ever to Raise a Child in the U.S. 
By Abha Bhattarai [1-10-17] // U.S. families will shell out an average of $233,610 
from birth through age 17 — or about $13,000 a year — according to new figures 
from the government. The ballooning price tag, a 3 percent increase from a year 
earlier, comes at a time when day-care costs can exceed university tuitions and 
homes prices have skyrocketed to record highs.  
 
TRANSPORTATION / TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
Marin Independent Journal: Breaking Gridlock on Our Highways and in 
Sacramento 
By Senator Mike McGuire [1-11-17] // (Opinion) California desperately needs 
common sense solutions that will reduce travel times and keep California’s 
economy booming. That’s why we recently introduced, with Sen. Jim Beall, a 
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transportation bill that would generate more than $6 billion annually to fund 
highway improvements and paving of local roads and streets. Annually here in 
Marin, once the state transportation bill is passed, over $14 million would be 
invested throughout the county. 
 
Public Square: Land Use, Meet Transportation 
By Ian Lockwood [1-13-17] // About thirty years ago, someone told me that “The 
best transportation plan for a city is a good land use plan.” 
 
99% Invisible: Civic Superblocks: Barcelona’s Urban Redesign Returns 
Streets to Residents 
By Kurt Kohlstedt [1-2-17] // A series of “superblocks” underpin a forward-thinking 
and pedestrian-oriented urban design strategy being deployed in Barcelona. 
These innovative block configurations are designed to reduce car-related traffic, 
noise and pollution 
 
REDEVELOPMENT / INFILL / REVITALIZATION 
City Limits: Will Rezoning Cause or Resist Displacement? Data Paints an 
Incomplete Picture 
By Abigail Savitch-Lew [1-10-17] // At a hearing in East Harlem this December, a 
local activist voiced opposition to the de Blasio administration’s proposed 
rezoning of the neighborhood, arguing that allowing developers to construct new 
buildings, some as high as 35 stories, would result in the wholesale displacement 
of existing residents. 
 
Almanac: Menlo Park: Housing Commission to Be Revamped to Take on 
Displacement Problem 
By Kate Bradshaw [1-11-17] // “The devil's in the details," seemed to be the 
most-repeated refrain of the Menlo Park City Council's study session on 
residential displacement, held Tuesday with the Housing Commission and four 
local housing experts. 
 
NATIONAL HOUSING NEWS 
Next City: Ben Carson on 5 Big Issues Facing U.S. Cities 
By Janine White [1-13-17] // Ben Carson basically got a warm congressional hug 
on Thursday, as the group of U.S. senators charged with vetting and approving 
President-elect Donald Trump’s selection for HUD Secretary took less than three 
hours to question the nominee. The man in the not-so-hot seat himself said, 
when it was ending, that it had been “kind of fun.” 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS / QUALITY OF LIFE 
Center for American Progress: Toward Jobs and Justice 
By Michela Zonta and Sarah Edelman [1-9-17] // This new report asserts that 
economic stability and social justice are inextricably linked: where you live 
matters.  
 
ENVIRONMENT / CLIMATE CHANGE 
Orange County Register: CSUF Expert Explains Relationship between the 
Pacific Ocean and California’s Drought History 
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By Matthew Kirby [1-9-17] // Although gold might be California’s most famous 
natural resource, water is by far its most important. Without freshwater, 
California’s agricultural economy would collapse. Unfortunately, California’s 
freshwater availability is highly variable from year to year and 100 percent 
dependent on one season’s input, winter. 
 
National Public Radio: As Rains Soak California, Farmers Test How to 
Store Water Underground 
By Dan Charles [1-12-17] // (Audio and text) Six years ago, Don Cameron, the 
general manager of Terranova Ranch, southwest of Fresno, Calif., did something 
that seemed kind of crazy. … "We started in February, and we flooded grapes 
continuously, for the most part, until May," Cameron says. 
 
Los Angeles Times: Call It the Southern California Drought. Rain and Snow 
End Northern California Water Woes 
By Joseph Serna and Matt Stevens [1-12-17] // While most of California from the 
Bay Area north have been pulled out of drought conditions over the last week, 
Central and Southern California still remain dry.  
 
Sacramento Bee: Northern California Has Escaped the Drought. Can It 
Carry the State? 
By Dale Kasler, Phillip Resse and Ryan Sabalow [1-12-17] // After five years, is 
the drought over? The feds seem to thinks so, at least as far as Sacramento and 
most of Northern California are concerned. … U.S. Drought Monitor overlooks 
chronic problems such as the rampant pumping of groundwater in recent years. 
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