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TODAY'S NEWS  

 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Mercury News: Report: Evictions Increasing in Menlo Park, County 
By Kevin Kelly [12-9-16] // The number of “no-cause” evictions in San Mateo 
County rose 300 percent over a three-year period, according to a report by two 
legal nonprofits. The report, conducted by Legal Aid Society of San Mateo 
County and Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto, was funded by The San 
Francisco Foundation. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle: Silicon Valley Getting Serious about Severe 
Housing Shortage 
By Wendy Lee [12-12-16] // In the 18 years since Google was born in a garage, 
Mountain View has ridden a wave of unprecedented job growth. But alongside 
the boom has come a slew of other issues familiar across the Bay Area: soaring 
rents, snarled traffic and people living in vehicles because they can’t afford 
apartments. 
 
Sacramento Bee: Addressing Income Inequality Is Critical to California’s 
Prosperity 
By Jim Mayer and Bill Mueller [12-11-16] // While we have many pressing 
problems, addressing income inequality is foundational to our aspirations for 
healthy and safe families and neighborhoods, social justice and even 
environmental sustainability. 
 
Orange County Register: Jonathan Lansner Has a Few Housing 
Suggestions for Ben Carson 
By Jonathan Lansner [12-11-16] // I contacted two local experts familiar with 
HUD’s work and the government’s role in housing to ask what Carson’s focus 
should be at the department: Lucy Dunn, CEO of the Orange County Business 
Council and who once served as director of California’s Department of Housing 
and Community Development; and Richard Green, director of USC’s Lusk Center 
for Real Estate, who spent the past year serving as a HUD senior adviser. Here 
are five ideas that emerged for those conversations. 
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http://www.sfchronicle.com/business/article/Battle-over-RVs-in-Mountain-View-is-latest-sign-9961268.php
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http://www.ocregister.com/articles/housing-738046-hud-green.html
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LAND USE / PLANNING / REGULATION 
Public Square: How to Get By-right Zoning Right 
By Karen Parolek [12-7-16] // By-right zoning is getting a lot of buzz these days 
as a needed tool to help solve the affordable housing crisis many communities 
are facing. For those unfamiliar, a zoning code is considered “by-right” if the 
approvals process is streamlined so that projects that comply with the zoning 
standards receive their approval without a discretionary review process. 
 
Smart Growth: The Case for Healthy Places: Improving Health through 
Placemaking 
[12-9-16] // This new report from the Project for Public Spaces offers evidence-
based guidance, recommendations, and numerous case studies to which health 
institutions, community organizations, and others can refer in order to create and 
support healthy placemaking initiatives. This study focuses on five key areas: 
Social Support & Interaction; Play & Active Recreation; Green & Natural 
Environments; Healthy Food; and Walking & Biking. 
 
HOUSING MARKETS / REAL ESTATE 
Construction Dive: The Impact of a $1,000 Home Price Increase on Housing 
Affordability 
By Sean Barry [12-12-16] // A $1,000 jump in the median price of a newly built 
home – which could be spurred by factors such as increased regulations – 
stands to make buying a home unaffordable for 152,903 households, according 
to the National Association of Home Builders' latest study of the impact of 
government regulations on house prices and interest rates. 
 
GlobeSt: Facing the Housing Conundrum in San Diego County 
By Carrie Rossenfeld [12-12-16] // Everyone agrees that there is a housing crisis 
in the San Diego market and that more residences are desperately needed, but 
the obstacles to providing them are seemingly insurmountable, said speakers at 
the Burnham-Moores Center for Real Estate at the University of San Diego 
School of Business’s annual residential real estate conference Thursday. 
 
MORTGAGE & FORECLOSURE ISSUES 
Marin Independent Journal: Marin Housing Nonprofit Joins Bias Lawsuit 
against Fannie Mae 
By Richard Halstead [12-11-16] // A San Rafael nonprofit focused on ensuring 
equal opportunity to housing has joined with 20 other fair housing organizations 
across the nation in a housing discrimination lawsuit against Fannie Mae. In their 
suit, Fair Housing Advocates of Northern California — formerly known as Fair 
Housing of Marin — the National Fair Housing Alliance and other fair housing 
organizations assert that Fannie Mae is doing a poorer job maintaining and 
marketing properties it forecloses on in middle- and working-class African-
American and Latino neighborhoods compared with properties it forecloses on in 
white neighborhoods. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
City Lab: The Persistent Inequality of Neighborhoods 
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http://www.citylab.com/housing/2016/12/the-persistent-inequality-of-neighborhoods/509408/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202016-12-12%20Construction%20Dive:%20Residential%20%5Bissue:8320%5D&utm_term=Construction%20Dive:%20Residential


By Richard Florida [12-9-16] // According to a major recent study, “Individual and 
Community Economic Mobility in the Great Recession Era: The Spatial 
Foundations of Persistent Inequality,” by Robert J. Sampson, the real culprit in 
the growing gap between the rich and poor can be traced to the neighborhoods 
in which we are born and raised. The study, included in a larger economic 
mobility report from the St. Louis Fed, examines the rise of neighborhood 
inequality and its effects on the economic mobility of Americans. Sampson’s 
paper begins on page 259 of the larger study, linked above.  
 
HOMELESSNESS 
KQED: Homeless U: How Students Study and Survive on the Streets 
By Laura Klivans & Carrie Feibel [12-8-16] // Brittany Jones is burrowed into her 
seat on a BART car, catching some sleep before the morning commuters arrive. 
As the car starts to fill with people, she finally pulls down her jacket, uncovering 
her face. The whoosh of the doors, the sweaty surge of denim and backpacks: 
This is her alarm clock. 
 
KQED: Did the Emptying of Mental Hospitals Contribute to Homelessness? 
By Jessica Placzek [12-8-16] // (Podcast and text) After patients were released 
from mental hospitals, there wasn’t always a place for them to go. On this week’s 
episode, we explore if deinstitutionalization was a factor in the Bay Area’s 
homeless crisis. Bay Curious is a new podcast from KQED that’s all about 
answering your questions about the Bay Area. 
 
KQED: Four-legged Medical Care Helps San Francisco’s Homeless 
By Brittany Hosea-Small [12-7-16] // The saying “dogs are a man’s best friend” is 
just a phrase, but to those living on the streets and battling housing insecurity, it 
can be the honest truth. For people who are contending with homelessness, their 
companion animals are the world to them. They are their family, their children 
and their sense of security. But getting proper medical care for their animals can 
often be even harder than getting it for themselves. 
 
ECONOMY / EMPLOYMENT 
Whittier Daily News: L.A. County Economy Needs More High-skill Jobs 
By Margaret Finlay [12-10-16] // (Opinion) At the recent Southern California 
Economic Summit, we learned that our region has added more than 1 million 
jobs since the Great Recession bottomed out. Of those, 388,000 were in L.A. 
County alone. What’s less promising are the types and quality of jobs being 
created — many requiring minimal training or education, and, as a result, paying 
less than what is needed to support a middle-class family. In L.A. County, the 
highest number of overall job openings through 2020 will be in occupations that 
require a high school diploma or less. 
 
California Economic Summit: The Next Emerging Issue: How Can the 
Summit Help Create More Middle-income Jobs? 
By Justin Ewers [12-9-16] // California is creating jobs again—in almost every 
part of the state—but questions about whether these new jobs offer the right 
kinds of work, at the right salaries, in the right places continue to linger. And even 

https://www.stlouisfed.org/~/media/Files/PDFs/Community%20Development/EconMobilityPapers/EconMobility_Book_508.pdf
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http://www.whittierdailynews.com/opinion/20161210/la-county-economy-needs-more-high-skill-jobs-guest-commentary
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more importantly, whether they will put the next generation of Californians on a 
path to upward mobility. 
 
TRANSPORTATION / TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
Inhabitat: Foster + Partners Breaks Ground on Major Transit-oriented 
Project in Downtown San Francisco 
By Lucy Wang [12-9-16] // Foster + Partners has just broken ground on 
Oceanwide Center—a major transit-oriented development that will dramatically 
transform the heart of downtown San Francisco into a more walkable and 
interconnected place to live, work, and play. Designed in collaboration with Heller 
Manus, the mixed-use urban project is located in the city’s Transbay Area near 
Market Street and the financial district. The development will feature 
environmentally friendly design that includes adaptive reuse and LEED-seeking 
structures and systems. 
 
REDEVELOPMENT / INFILL / REVITALIZATION 
Sacramento Bee: Young Workers Replace Down-and-Out at Residential 
Hotels in Downtown Sacramento 
By Anita Chabria [12-11-16] // …The city requires that 712 downtown rentals 
remain with low-income guidelines near public transit and services. They 
historically were converted hotel rooms that lacked a bathroom or kitchen, often 
called single-room occupancy units or SROs. But the city recently allowed more 
rentals to qualify toward the required room count – including some units at trendy 
places like The Warehouse Artists Lofts. 
 
NATIONAL HOUSING NEWS 
Dallas News: An Open Letter to Ben Carson: How to Solve the Housing 
Crisis 
By Mark Lamster [12-9-16] // (Opinion) I hope you will read this and take it on 
advisement, as it is written with sincerity and from someone who has struggled 
with a subject you are about to confront: the challenges of the American housing 
system. … You will, I hope, come to see that the national housing crisis is equally 
a national health crisis. 
 
Moyers & Company: What Ben Carson Should Learn About Housing 
Segregation 
By Richard Rothstein [12-9-16] // Ben Carson has expressed opposition to the 
Obama administration’s new HUD requirement that cities and suburbs develop 
plans to end their segregation or face possible loss of federal funds. He calls this 
“social engineering,” and says that such well-intended programs have unintended 
consequences that their proponents later come to regret…What his view ignores 
is that the racial segregation of every metropolitan area in the nation is also the 
result of “social engineering.” 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS / QUALITY OF LIFE 
Los Angeles Times: Ghost Ship Tragedy Puts Focus on Plight of Oakland 
Artists Dealing with Soaring Bay Area Housing Costs 
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By Liam Dillon [12-9-16] // (Video and text) The room for rent last summer inside 
the converted warehouse at 1919 Market St. in West Oakland had all the magic 
of an artists’ colony that Sam Code wanted. 
 
ENVIRONMENT / CLIMATE CHANGE 
Los Angeles Times: Despite Trump, There’s Still Hope for the Climate a 
Year after Paris 
Times Editorial Board [12-12-16] // A year ago today, representatives from nearly 
200 countries agreed in Paris that, yes, as the vast majority of scientists have 
been telling us for decades, human-propelled global warming is indeed leading to 
potentially catastrophic climate change. 
 
Los Angeles Times: California’s Climate Fight Could Be Painful—Especially 
on Job and Income Growth 
By Ralph Vartabedian [12-11-16] // Californians are likely to pay more for 
gasoline, electricity, food and new homes — and to feel their lives jolted in 
myriad other ways — because their state broadly expanded its war on climate 
change this summer. 
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