






























































Questions on NEPA? 

Doug Ganey: Next slide, please. 22. OK, that's the beginning of the NEPA process, we'll go into some more 
details coming up, but I thought we'd pause here and look at any new questions. 

Adrienne Duncan: I think very few I don't think, Doug, if you want to jump in on anything, starting with... 
It's a multi-family project for MHP and we [cross-talk] got that one.

Doug Ganey: Ok, I see it. Yeah. And I see a message from Patrick saying I'm a little behind on pace, which is 
expected. And just again, for Pat and everyone else, the slides at the end, we'll try to cover them. But those 
are all resource, sources for your technical review so that there's information in there on where to find 
what you need for sole source, aquifer's for wild and scenic rivers, et cetera. So, again, if we don't get 
through everything, we'll stop at the time limit and we will provide those resources to you separately and 
be available for questions.

Doug Ganey: So back to this question. If it's a multifamily housing project. Um, can we make the developer 
responsible for completing CEQA/NEPA? The answer is yes. However, the developer can't be the responsible 
entity, so I'm assuming the developers either skilled in doing environmental review or they would add 
someone to their team that's a consultant with expertise in that area. They can do all of these steps that 
we're talking about. You all on the call don't have to do all the work, but there has to be a responsible entity 
signature where you're agreeing that the review is adequate and signing off on it. And we as a HCD team 
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Categorically Excluded Activities

Not Subject to 58.5

24 CFR Part 58.35 ïCENST Form

ÅTenant-based rental assistance;

ÅSupportive services, (e.g. health care, child care);

ÅOperating costs, including maintenance, security, etc.;

ÅEconomic development activities;

ÅActivities to assist homebuyers to purchase existing 

dwelling units;

ÅAffordable housing pre-development costs;

ÅApproval of supplemental assistance to a project 

previously approved under Part 58

Doug Ganey: Slide 24, please. There are some activities that are categorically 
excluded from NEPA and not subject to the laws in section 58.5. And for these 
activities, the responsible entity will complete the CENST form, which is available on 
the exchange website. We can provide links to that. These types of activities include 
rental assistance to tenants, supportive services like childcare and health care, 
operating costs for your project, including security, maintenance for your housing 
location, economic development activities, homebuyer assistance to purchase 
dwelling units that already exist and don't require construction. Pre-development 
costs for affordable housing projects and approval of supplemental assistance to a 
project that was previously approved under this section 58. So, if we're doing the 
CENST form, we don't have to adhere to the laws at 58.5. There are a couple of laws 
at 58.6 that we do have to adhere to, and I'll cover those briefly.
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Categorically Excluded Activities

Subject to 58.5

24 CFR Part 58.35 ïCEST Form

ÅAcquisition, leasing, or disposition of vacant land or 

existing buildings with no change in land use;

ÅAcquisition or leasing of public facilities with no change in 

land use;

ÅRemoval of barriers that restrict mobility and accessibility 

to elderly and handicapped;

ÅRehabilitation, repair, and improvement of buildings;

ÅIndividual actions on single family or scattered sites

Doug Ganey: Slide 25, please. There are some activities that are categorically 
excluded from NEPA and still subject to the environmental laws in section 58.5. And 
so this is CEST categorically excluded, subject to 58.5. This you can think of this as 
sort of a mini environmental assessment, basically your activities excluded from full 
NEPA review, but you still have to comply with multiple environmental laws that we'll 
list briefly. The activities that are covered under this type of review include 
acquisition, leasing, selling of vacant land or existing buildings with no change in land 
use. And that's the important part. There's no change in land use. As an example, 
under the owner-occupied rehabilitation and reconstruction, part of the CDBG-DR 
funds. These are single family housing reconstructions for the most part. Those are 
being reviewed under this format, CEST subject to 58.5. Removal of barriers that 
restrict mobility and accessibility get it reviewed under this type of review. Again, 
rehabilitation, repair and improvement of buildings and then individual actions on 
single family or scattered sites can be reviewed under this process.
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Environmental Assessment

If a project cannot be categorized as exempt or categorically 

excluded, then an Environmental Assessment must be 

prepared.

EA

In addition to compliance with the laws and authorities at 

24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6, EAs must consider additional 

direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on land 

development, socioeconomic factors, community 

facilities, and natural features known as the 

Environmental Assessment Factors.

Doug Ganey: Slide 29, please. I would just go into a little more detail on the 

environmental assessment process, since many of our projects are going to go 

through this process if your project can't be categorized as exempt or 

categorically excluded, then an E.A. must be prepared. So, in addition to the 

laws and authorities that cover those environmental topics, I just listed at 58.5 

and 6, E.As also have to consider additional direct, indirect and cumulative 

impacts on or from land development, socioeconomic factors, community 

facilities and services and then natural features. And these are described in 

the instructions on completing an environmental assessment as the 

environmental assessment factors.
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Environmental Assessment Process

ÅComplete ñDetermination of Environmental Assessmentò 

form (HUD Exchange)

ÅForm includes:

ÅDetailed Project Description;

ÅChecklist for Ä58.6 criteria;

ÅStatutory Checklist;

ÅEA Checklist

Doug Ganey: Next slide, please. Or slide 30. So, there's a form for this, HUD has a lot 
of excellent resources on their HUD exchange sites, including formats that you can 
use for your reports and instructions on how to complete those formats and do a 
report correctly. And so there's a determination of environmental assessment form 
that you can use, and that's where you can input your detailed project description 
that we talked about. And then a checklist for the 58.6 laws and criteria's and the 
58.5 statutory checklist. And then more detail in the checklist.
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EA Process

ÅIf activities occur in floodplain or wetlands, conduct 8-step 

decision making process and publish required notices.

ÅPublish Combined Notice (FONSI and NOI/RROF) and 

allow15-day or 18-day comment period. Consider and 

respond to comments. Can publish Combined Notice and 

Final Floodplain concurrently.

ÅCertifying Officer must sign the EA certification

ÅSubmit the Request for Release of Funds along with copy of 

the Notices to HCD

Doug Ganey: Next slide, 31, please. Activities are occurring and floodplains or 
wetlands, there is a decision-making process known as the eight-step process, which 
also requires public notice steps. So, that's something to make sure we consider 
doing our E.A. And then when the EA is completed, another publication, Public Notice 
Requirement, is putting a notice of finding of no significant impact (FONSI) that can 
be combined with the notice of intent and then a request for release of funds. And 
those notices have requirements. For a comment period, a public comment period 
that extends, say, 15 or 18 days, depending on the type of project.

Doug Ganey: And then as was asked in a question. Any public comments or 
comments from regulatory agencies, part of the NEPA process is to consider those 
comments and respond to them, and the most common way to do that is to actually 
put them as an appendix into your document. You can also combine the final 
floodplain  notice if you're doing the eight-step process with these other 
notifications. Again, the certifying officer must sign the certification that's common to 
all these types of reviews. And you'll submit the request for release of funds along 
with a copy of all these notices to HCD when the time comes.

35



EA Process

ÅWAIT for HCD 15-day comment period and return of 

Authority to Use Grant Funds (HUD Form 7015.16).

ÅEnvironmental Review Complete for EA ïCommence 

Activities.
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EA Factors

If a project cannot be categorized as exempt or categorically 

excluded, then an Environmental Assessment must be 

prepared.

In addition to compliance with the laws and authorities at 24 

CFR 58.5 and 58.6, EAs must consider additional direct, 

indirect and cumulative impacts on land development, 

socioeconomic factors, community facilities, and natural 

features known as the Environmental Assessment Factors.

37







EA Factor –Community Facilities

ÅEducation and Cultural Facilities

ÅCommercial Facilities

ÅHealth Care and Social Services

ÅSolid Waste Disposal/Recycling

ÅWater Supply

ÅSanitary Sewers

ÅPublic Safety ïPolice, Fire, Emergency Medical

ÅParks/Open Space/Recreation

ÅTransportation and Accessibility

Doug Ganey: Slide, 36, please. HUD also wants your E.A. to consider community 
facilities in the area. These are resources that should be available if we're 
constructing. Again, these are these are mostly considering housing projects. Some of 
your infrastructure projects might be a little different, but for housing, we're going to 
put a house location somewhere. We it want to have access to resources in the 
community for schools, commercial businesses that are commonly used, such as 
grocery stores, hardware stores, et cetera, access to health care and social services, 
access to basic utilities, including solid waste disposal, water supply source. Proximity 
to public safety services; police, fire, emergency medical. And proximity to parks and 
open space is important. And the last transportation, public transportation 
accessibility, these are all important community facility factors you should include in 
your E.A.
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EA Factor –Natural Features

ÅUnique Natural Features

ÅWater Resources

ÅVegetation

ÅWildlife

ÅOther Factors

Doug Ganey: Slide 37, please. Natural features, we're already looking at things like 
endangered species and wetlands, but HUD's description for an E.A asks you to look 
at other things, such as unique natural features that might not have been covered 
previously. Water resources, vegetation and ecosystem types, wildlife on and says 
other factors that are described in the instructions.
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Compliance Requirements

ÅComplete compliance with 58.5 and 58.6

ÅDetermine Impact of each EA Factor

ÅPerform an Impact Analysis

ÅMake a determination of Finding of No Significant 

Impact/Finding of Significant Impact

ÅPublish FONSI notice and Notice of Intent to Request 

Release of Funds

Doug Ganey: Slide 38, please. Compliance requirements, much of what we've 
described already are steps doing these environmental review is your compliance 
with sections 58.5 and 58.6, and then you'll determine the impact of each 
environmental assessment fact or whether there's no impact or no significant impact 
or a beneficial impact on those need to be specified in your E.A. That's your impact 
analysis and then for any areas where you may have a significant impact, what are 
your mitigation measures for mitigating those impacts to levels below significance? 
And that's an especially important thing to include, because if you can't mitigate 
them to below significant levels, if there's going to definitely be a significant impact 
from your project to the environment, then you need to take the next step and move 
up to an environmental impact statement. And then for compliance, again, we need 
to do the step of publishing a FONSI and a notice of intent to request a release of 
funds under this program.
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Environmental Impact Statement

ÅAn Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required 

when the RE determines that the project will have a 

potentially significant impact on the physical/human 

environment

ÅThis determination often results during the scoping 

process or environmental responses collected from the 

applicable contacting agencies as well as interested and 

affected parties

Doug Ganey: Slide 39, please. OK, environmental impact statement is something, 
again, we're hoping to not have to do for any of our projects. It's something that will 
require a higher level of discussion with HCD. Because, again, your project is 
definitely going to have a potentially significant impact on the physical or human 
environment. So that's a serious thing to consider. And so, in most cases, we're going 
to want to do projects that avoid this report and review type altogether. And this 
determination of the need for EIS [environmental impact statement] often comes 
during the scoping process or during the environmental review, we find something 
unexpected, or we get responses from the regulatory agencies we've contacted and 
the general public that lead us to believe there's going to be a significant impact that 
we can't mitigate.
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EIS Process

ÅIn the event the environmental assessment reveals that 

an EIS may be required, contact HCD Compliance Officer 

to discuss possible means of mitigation and/or project 

modifications

ÅRegulatory provisions governing an EIS are found at:

ÅCouncil on Environmental Quality (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508)

ÅHUD (24 CFR Ä58 Subpart G)

Doug Ganey: Next slide, 40, please. And so if you've determined that an EIS may be 
required, we're just asking that you contact the project manager at HCD to discuss 
possible means of mitigation or those impacts, and maybe we can come up with 
something or project modifications to avoid those impacts. And then regulatory 
provisions governing environmental impact statements are found under the Council 
on Environmental Quality. Federal Regulations, 40 CFR 1500 to 1508. And in the HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR section 58 subpart G.
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Questions on Environmental Review 

Process? 

Doug Ganey: Slide 41. OK, we've come to another pause to ask questions we're close to done about 20 
minutes left to go. I will check the questions I have gotten a couple of private messages right to me and I'll 
just say I will address those as soon as possible after the presentation. Because I am a bad multitasker and 
so. Some of those I need to think about. A question from Lisa Welsh are CDBG-DR NEPA requirements 
different CDBG-MIT NEPA requirements? No, the NEPA requirements are...these are both HUD programs. 
So, any HUD funded project goes under the HUD NEPA requirements. So, you're following the same process. 
Oops, already answered thanks Doug [O]. Also from Lisa, can the NEPA document be a joint document with 
the CEQA document? Answer to that is yes. If you, do it right, that can be done .Just has to cover all the 
requirements of both laws.
Doug Ganey: Also, can a single NEPA document cover multiple CDBG funding grants? Yes. Answer to that is 
also yes. And I will talk briefly if time allows about using existing documents and combining documents. And 
also, Doug answered that question already, thanks Doug [O].
Doug Ganey: Patrick Carter, my understanding, of CDBG-MIT is they are largely planning project and don't 
necessarily involve a physical change to the environment and likely would be exempt. Implementation may 
impact the physical environment and therefore may not be exempt. Is that generally true? I would say yes, 
as far as the planning aspects would be exempt. But the actual mitigation project would not be in most 
cases, depends, again, always on the project's specifics. But for example, if your mitigation is a home 
hardening project and you're dealing with a home that is on the National Register of Historic Places, well, 
then there's definitely potential environmental impacts that need to be considered.
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Re-evaluation of ERR (§58.47)

ÅRequired when new activities are added, unexpected 
conditions arise, additional years funding is added, or 
substantial changes are made to nature, magnitude or 
extent of project

ÅIf original finding is still valid:

ïRe-evaluation submitted to HCD for approval.

ÅOriginal finding is no longer valid or project has 
significantly changed:

ïRE must prepare a new review and proceed with approval 
process (RROF)

Doug Ganey: OK, slide 44 [presenter means slide 42] describes the environmental 
review record, so I'll get to what that is specifically. But let's just call this re-evaluation 
of a previous environmental review. Say you did an environmental review for your 
project a couple of years ago. What do you need to do now? And so reevaluation is 
described in 24 CFR 58.47. It's required when new activities are added to your 
project, when unexpected conditions have arisen. And then additional funding is 
added or substantial changes are made to the nature, magnitude or extent of your 
project. And so if you look at your project after two years, for example, and the 
original finding of your environmental review, whether it's FONSI, no significant 
impact, et cetera, that that original finding is still valid, in your opinion, as the R.E, 
then you submit that to HCD for approval. If you find that the original finding is no 
longer valid because the project itself has changed substantially or the site conditions 
have changed, such as a new presence of endangered species or similar, then the 
responsible entity must prepare a new review or an updated review and proceed with 
the approval process for a new request for release of funds. So in some cases, you're 
going to need to do some type of update and depending on how the conditions have 
changed.
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Use of Previous Environmental Review 

Documents

Å24 CFR 58.47 Re-evaluation of environmental 
assessments

ÅPrevious HUD NEPA documents prepared by same 
RE

ÅPrevious HUD NEPA document prepared by different 
RE

ÅPrevious NEPA document prepared under different 
federal agency (permissible under 40 CFR 1506.3)

ÅUse of CEQA documents toward NEPA compliance

Doug Ganey: Slide 43, please. This is something that's come to us a lot it is the use  of previous 
environmental review documents and. Previous environmental review documents are always going to be 
useful, but the conditions in which they can be used vary depending on who prepare them when they were 
prepared, quality of the documents, etc.. And so this is again covered in 24 CFR, 58.47. There are several 
again, types of documents that can be put forward for this program. One would be a HUD, a previous NEPA 
document done under HUD's guidelines, prepared by the same responsible entity. That's sort of a good 
situation for you because you're not having to sign off on somebody else's work. You're signing off on work 
already done by the responsible entity. So those documents can definitely be used. They just still may need 
an update depending on whether the project has changed, how much time has passed and whether the 
documents are a good quality, so definitely we can use previous HUD NEPA documents. 
Doug Ganey: Same with if they were done by a different responsible entity. And I will say we're separately 
preparing a standard operating procedure for these adoptions and what you need to do from an 
administrative standpoint to adopt a previous document, and that's close to finalization now. If the review is 
done by a different responsible entity, you can use that for your project. You have to notify the other 
previous R.E. that you're doing that. And then again, you have to make any updates related to changes in 
project scope, timing,etcetera.
Doug Ganey: Previous NEPA documents prepared under a different federal agency, that is a permissible 
activity as described in 40 CFR 1506.3. Just keep in mind that every federal agency has its own NEPA 
guidelines and requirements. So if you've reviewed a project under FEMA's environmental review 
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Environmental Review Record

The Environmental Review Record (ERR) must be available 

for public inspection.  May contain the following:

Å Description of the Project and Activities

Å Maps

Å Photographs

Å Site Plans

Å Correspondence

Å Technical Studies

ÅPublic Notices/RROFs

Doug Ganey: Slide 45, please. And these are some of the items that you should 
include in your environmental review record, again, project description and activities, 
maps are always good maps and drawings like plans, photos before and after and 
during construction photos. Very helpful. Any pertinent correspondence, especially 
related to agency approvals of your project, should be kept in the ERR. All technical 
studies, Geotech studies, wetlands studies, biological or cultural resources studies, 
and then all of your public notices should be contained in the environmental review 
record.
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Environmental Review Record

DO NOT APPROACH ARBITRARILY

ÅDocumentation of the environmental review should be 

maintained in the ERR file for each activity

ÅThe ERR files are part of the entire grant file and must be 

maintained for the life of the grant and until HCD informs the 

grantee that the grant files may be destroyed

ÅThis record must be available for public review

ÅTabbed Binder or organized digital record

Doug Ganey: Slide 46, please. We have bold text and red text here, that means this is 
important. Don't just arbitrarily, randomly create your environmental review record. 
Documentation of the environmental review should be maintained in the file for each 
project activity. The ERR files are part of the entire grant file and must be maintained 
for the life of the grant and until HCD informs the grantee that the grant files may be 
destroyed. This record must be made available for public review upon request. And it 
can be either in a binder file or an organized digital record.
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Environmental Review Record

Common Issues in Environmental Reviews

ÅPublication Dates too short

ÅProject Description lacks detail

ÅInconclusive Compliance/Mitigation Documentation

ÅMitigation Measures not included in FONSI

Doug Ganey: Next slide, please slide. Where are we? 47? Here are some common 
issues in your environment, environmental reviews you want to avoid. Publication 
dates to short. That means you didn't allow enough review time for public review. 
Lack of detail in your project description. That's something we've emphasized several 
times, you want a detailed, well described project. Inconclusive compliance or 
mitigation documentation, if you say for mitigation, you're going to do air monitoring 
during construction or put down stormwater, Waddle's or BMPs, as they call them, 
you need to document that with field sheets and photographs and show that you 
actually did what you said you're going to do, biological monitoring, cultural 
resources, monitoring during construction. All that needs to be documented and put 
in the environmental review record. And so this is after you've received your funds 
and finish your construction, you still need to continue the environmental 
documentation. And then if there's other mitigation measures not previously 
included in your FONSI, those need to be documented too.
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Environmental Review Resources

HUD has been helping grant recipients complete 

environmental reviews for decades. They have 

developed extensive training materials and resources 

to help recipients work through the process.

Start here: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmenta

l-review/

Doug Ganey: Slide 48, please. HUD has great online resources for doing NEPA review. 
They've been assisting for decades on this type of thing and they have developed 
extensive training materials and resources to help you through the process. And so 
this link is the place to start the HUD exchange website. And so this will be available 
to all of you on the shared PowerPoint. 
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Environmental Review Resources

HUD Exchange - Environmental Review

ÅHUD forms and preferred formats

ÅSample documents

ÅFAQs

ÅStep by step Guidance

ÅWeb-Based Instructional System for Environmental 

Review (WISER) 

ÅSelf-guided online training by topic

ÅRecipient needs to set up username and password to access

ÅWell-designed trainings that are very easy to navigate

Doug Ganey: Next slide, please. 49. The HUD exchange for environmental review 
contains forms and preferred format, strongly recommend you use those. There's 
sample documents you can use as templates, frequently asked questions, step by 
step guidance for each environmental category. And then there's a whole training 
system that they have online called the Web based Instructional System for 
Environmental Review or WISER or so in each topic, you can go in there and take a 
training, figure out how you're supposed to do it. They actually have call-in numbers. 
You can talk to people and then you can talk to us on the HCD team as well. lots of 
resources for you.
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WISER Training Modules

Training Modules available in Web-Based Instructional 

System for Environmental Review (WISER):

ÅGetting Started Part 58 (more detailed version of this training)

ÅTools and Resources (how to conduct an Env. Site Visit)

ÅSeparate Module on each Environmental Category (e.g. Airport 

Hazards, Flammable and Explosive Materials, etc.) except water 

related categories, these are grouped together in one module

ïWater Elements (Floodplain Mgmt, Flood Insurance, Wetlands, Coastal 

Zone Mgmt, Sole Source Aquifer)

Doug Ganey: Slide 50, please. Some more information here on the WISER training 
modules. I won't read through this in detail.
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Environmental Review Resources

Screen shot of HUD Laws and Authorities Webpage

Doug Ganey: Slide 51, please. And then again, for each of the HUD laws and 
authorities that I discussed before, there's information by topic on how to do a 
review for each of those. And so the next several slides, I'll go through these topics 
and they contain the specific Web links for information on each of those topics. So 
those are all available for you. To look at on your own as you work through your 
environmental review, so I'm not going to go through those details because we only 
have four minutes left.
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Environmental Review Resources

Under the HUD Laws and Authorities link, each topic 
contains:

ÅIntro to the topic including the specific statutes and 
regulations that apply

ÅHUD specific guidance for that law/authority

ÅLinks to federal environmental websites and databases for 
conducting research

ÅWorksheets with step-by-step instructions to follow to 
document compliance
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Environmental Review Resources

The following slides have information and links to 

specific HUD resources for each of the 16 Laws and 

Authorities that must be evaluated during the 

Environmental Review.
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1. Airport Hazards

To ensure compatible land use development, you must 
determine your siteõs proximity to civil and military airports.

ÅIs your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet 
of a civilian airport?

ÅIf so, see HUD guidance to determine if your project located within 
an Accident Potential Zone (APZ) or Runway Protection Zone/Clear 
Zone (RPZ/CZ).

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/airport-hazards/
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2. Coastal Barrier Resources

Skip ðNot applicable to projects in CA
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3. Flood Insurance

The Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 requires that projects 
receiving federal assistance and located in an area identified by FEMA
as being within a Special Flood Hazard Area be covered by flood 
insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

Applicable where no other reasonable alternative exists ðas EO 11988 
requires that Federal agencies avoid direct and indirect support of 
floodplain development.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/flood-insurance/
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4. Air Quality

Federal projects must conform to Clean Air Act 

requirements if they may constitute a significant new source 

of air pollution.

See HUD guidance for how to achieve compliance.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-

review/air-quality/
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5. Coastal Zone Management

Projects that can affect the coastal zone must be carried out 
in a manner consistent with the state coastal zone 
management program under Section 307(c) and (d) of the 
Coastal Zone Management Act.

See HUD guidance for coastal zone requirements.

HUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/coastal-zone-management/
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6. Contamination and Toxic Substances

All property proposed for use in HUD-funded programs must be 
free of hazardous materials, contamination, toxic chemicals and 
gasses, and radioactive substances, where a hazard could affect 
the health and safety of occupants.

See HUD guidance for steps to assess potential site 
contamination.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/site-contamination/
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7. Endangered Species Act

The RE must consider potential impacts to Federal (and 
State) listed and proposed endangered and threatened 
species and critical habitats.

See HUD guidance for steps to assess potential existence of 
protected species or habitats.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/endangered-species/
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8. Explosives and Flammable Hazards

Project sites located too close to facilities handling, storing 

or processing fuels, hazardous gases or chemicals of an 

explosive or flammable nature may expose occupants to 

the risk of injury in the event of a fire or an explosion.

See HUD guidance for steps to assess this potential risk.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-

review/explosive-and-flammable-facilities/
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9. Farmland Protection

The Farmland Protection Policy Act is intended to prevent the 

unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to 

nonagricultural uses by Federal programs.

See HUD guidance if your project includes new construction, 

acquisition of undeveloped land, or change of land use.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-

review/farmlands-protection/
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10. Floodplain Management

FEMA designates floodplains as geographic zones subject to 
varying levels of flood risk. Floodplain information can be found 
at the FEMA Map Service Center .

HUD projects within a 100-Year Floodplain must complete the 8-
Step Decisionmaking Process to determine whether there are 
practicable alternatives to locating the project in the floodplain.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets:  
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/floodplain-management/
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11. Historic Preservation

HUD encourages the rehabilitation of historic buildings and the 
preservation of archeological sites. The National Historic 
Preservation Act directs agencies to protect historic properties 
and to avoid, minimize, or mitigate possible harm that may 
result from agency actions.

See HUD guidance to determine how to comply with Historic 
Preservation requirements.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/floodplain-management/
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12. Noise and Abatement

Noise is generally defined as unwanted sound. HUD views 
excessive noise as a serious hazard to public health and 
welfare. 

See HUD guidance for how to perform a noise assessment 
for the proposed project.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/noise-abatement-and-control/
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13. Sole Source Aquifers

Aquifers and surface water are drinking water systems that may 
be impacted by development. The Safe Drinking Water Act 
requires protection of drinking water systems that are the sole 
or principal drinking water source for an area.

See HUD guidance to determine if your project site is near a sole 
source aquifer.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/sole-source-aquifers/
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14. Wetlands

HUD is required to minimize the destruction, loss or degradation 
of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural and 
beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out agency-funded 
activities. 

See HUD guidance to assess the potential presence of wetlands 
on the project site .

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/wetlands-protection/
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15. Wild and Scenic Rivers

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provides federal protection for 
certain free-flowing, wild, scenic, and recreational rivers 
designated as components or potential components of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

See HUD guidance to determine if your project is located near a 
Wild and Scenic River.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/wild-and-scenic-rivers/
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16. Environmental Justice

Environmental justice means ensuring that the environment and 
human health are protected fairly for all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin, or income. HUD is required to consider how 
projects could have a disproportionately adverse human health or 
environmental effects on minority and low -income populations.

See HUD guidance for more information on how to comply with 
Environmental Justice requirements.

ÅHUD guidance and worksheets: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/floodplain-management/
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Stay in the know: Sign up for HCD email at

www.hcd.ca.gov

Doug Ganey: I think in the time available, if there's any other questions. Now I say 
that and I'm looking at a chat and it's empty, but I'll still ask, are there any remaining 
questions? It doesn't sound like it. So, I guess I will stop at this point and kick it back 
to you, Adrienne, if you have any thing or two that you want to say in conclusion.

Doug Ongie: This is the other, Doug, I wanted to let you know that Sue, Adrienne, and 
Amanda had to drop off. So, she asked that we wrap things up and to let everyone 
know that the slides will be available to everyone next week. And we understand 
that, of course, environmental review is a very complicated subject and we're 
available for questions or just basic technical assistance that is needed with the 
environmental review process. So, the contacts with the HCD reach out to them with 
any questions. We can follow up with a meeting if needed. And she [Adrienne] also 
wanted us to say thank you for everyone attending this meeting. It's a very important 
subject and we'll continue to provide webinars on topics such as this.

Doug Ganey: Yeah, thank you, Doug O. Appreciate it. Yeah, thanks, everyone, for 
joining. Have a good day and get back in touch if you have questions. A couple 
questions I see at the end about the slides being emailed. Doug says they're available 
next week, so you'll be receiving those.
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