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September 16, 2020 

Carol J. Huchingson, County Administrative Officer 
County of Lake 
255 N. Forbes Street 
Third Floor, Room 323 
Lakeport, CA, 95453 

Dear Carol J. Huchingson: 

RE:  County of Lake’s 6th Cycle (2019-2027) Adopted Housing Element 

Thank you for submitting the County of Lake’s (County) housing element adopted  
June 16, 2020 and received for review on June 18, 2020. The California Department 
of Housing and Community Development (HCD) also received revisions to the 
adopted housing element on September 8, 14, and 15, 2020 as authorized by 
Resolution No. 2020-71. Pursuant to Government Code section 65585, subdivision 
(h), HCD is reporting the results of its review. In addition, HCD considered comments 
from Veronica Kontilis and Legal Services of Northern California (LSNC), pursuant to 
Government Code 65585, subdivision (c). 

HCD is pleased to find the adopted housing element, including the authorized 
revisions incorporated on September 8, 14, and 15, 2020, in full compliance with State 
Housing Element Law (Article 10.6 of the Gov. Code). The adopted element 
addresses the statutory requirements described in HCD’s January 7, 2020 review.  

Public participation in the development, adoption and implementation of the housing 
element is essential to effective housing planning. HCD received several comments 
from LSNC, including remaining comments regarding the public participation process. 
To address these comments and ensure transparency in the planning process, the 
County must make the adopted element available to the public, including with 
incorporation of the revisions authorized by Resolution No. 2020-71. In addition, 
throughout the housing element process, including implementation, the County must 
make a diligent effort to engage the community, including lower-income and special 
needs household and representative organizations. The County must make 
information regularly available and considering and incorporating comments where 
appropriate, as part of the preparation of the annual progress report pursuant to 
Government Code section 65400. 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/


Carol J. Huchingson, County Administrative Officer 
Page 2 
 
 

 
Please note the due date for the County of Lake to revise its next housing element is 
August 15, 2023. Government Code section 65588, subdivision (e)(4), requires a 
jurisdiction that failed to adopt its housing element within 120 calendar days from the 
statutory due date of August 15, 2019 for Lake County/City Areawide Planning Council 
localities to revise its element every four years until adopting at least two consecutive 
revisions by the applicable due dates. For more information on housing element 
adoption requirements, please visit our website at: http://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-
development/housing-element/housing-element-memos/docs/sb375_final100413.pdf.  

For your information, some general plan element updates are triggered by housing 
element adoption. HCD reminds the County to consider timing provisions and 
welcomes the opportunity to provide assistance. For information, please see the 
Technical Advisories issued by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research at: 
http://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_Appendix_C_final.pdf and 
http://opr.ca.gov/docs/Final_6.26.15.pdf. 

Several federal, state, and regional funding programs consider housing element 
compliance as an eligibility or ranking criteria. For example, CalTrans Senate Bill (SB) 1 
Sustainable Communities grants; the Strategic Growth Council and HCD’s Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable Communities program and ongoing SB 2 funding (Permanent 
Local Housing Allocation) consider housing element compliance and/or annual reporting 
requirements pursuant to Government Code section 65400. With housing element 
compliance, the County meets the housing element requirements for these and other 
funding sources.  

HCD appreciates the dedication Toccarra Thomas, Community Development Director, 
provided throughout the course of the housing element review. HCD wishes the 
County success in implementing its housing element and looks forward to following its 
progress through the general plan annual progress reports pursuant to Government 
Code section 65400. If HCD can provide assistance in implementing the housing 
element, please contact Hillary Prasad, of our staff, at (916) 263-1784. 

Sincerely, 

Megan Kirkeby 
Deputy Director 
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