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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: April 24, 2014 

TO: Planning Directors and Interested Parties 

FROM: Lisa Bates, Deputy Director 
Division of Housing Policy Development 

SUBJECT: Transitional and Supportive Housing 

Chapter 183, Statutes of 2013 (SB 7 45) 

This memorandum is to update local decision makers on recent amendments to housing 
element law (Government Code Section 65582) related to transitional and supportive 
housing zoning requirements. In 2007, SB 2 (Chapter 633, Statutes of 2007) revised 
housing element law requiring that transitional and supportive housing be permitted as a 
residential use, subject only to restrictions that apply to other residential dwellings of the 
same type in the same zone. SB 745, which took effect on January 1, 2014, generally 
amends the Section 65582 of the Government Code to replace prior Health and Safety 
Code definitions of "supportive housing," "target population," and "transitional housing" with 
definitions now more specific to housing element law. 

Previously, definitions for "supportive housing," target population," and "transitional housing" 
were found in subdivision (b) of Section 50675.14, subdivision (3)(a) of Section 50675.14 
and subdivision (h) of Section 50675.2 of the Health and Safety Code, respectively. SB 745 
deletes reference to these sections and creates new definitions in Government Code 
Section 65582. 

The intent for this change is to remove cross references in Government Code Section 65582 
to the definitions of "supportive housing" and "transitional housing" that are used in the statues 
governing the Multifamily Housing Program (MHP) and replace them with the current 
definitions that are used for the purposes of zoning applicable at the time SB 2 (Cedillo, 
Chapter 633, Statues of 2007) passed. For your assistance, the specific language of SB745 
that amends Section 65582 of the Government Code is included in Attachment A. 

For a full copy of the statute, please refer to http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/. 

For more information regarding transitional and supportive housing, see the Department's 
Building Blocks' website at http://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/building-blocks/
site-inventory-analysis/zoning-for-variety-housing-types.shtml. If you have any questions, 
please contact Paul McDougall, Housing Policy Manager, at 916-263-7420. 

FROM: Lisa Bates, Deputy Director 
Division of Housing Policy Development 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/building-blocks/site-inventory-analysis/zoning-for-variety-housing-types.shtml
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/


ATTACHMENT A 
Changes to State Housing Element Law 
AB 745 (Chapter 183, Statutes of 2013) 

Government Code Section 65582 

SB 745 (Changes in underline) 

As used in this article, the following definitions apply: 

(a) "Community," "locality," "local government," or "jurisdiction" means a city, city and 
county, or county. 

(b) "Council of governments" means a single or multicounty council created by a joint 
powers agreement pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6500) of Division 1 
of Title 1. 

(c) "Department" means the Department of Housing and Community Development. 

(d) "Emergency shelter" has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (e) of 
Section 50801 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(e) "Housing element" or "element" means the housing element of the community's general 
plan, as required pursuant to this article and subdivision (c) of Section 65302. 

(f) "Supportive housing" means housing with no limit on length of stay, that is occupied by 
the target population. and that is linked to an onsite or offsite service that assists the 
supportive housing resident in retaining the housing. improving his or her health status. 
and maximizing his or her ability to live and. when possible. work in the community. 

(g) "Target population" means persons with low incomes who have one or more disabilities. 
including mental illness. HIV or AIDS. substance abuse. or other chronic health 
condition. or individuals eligible for services provided pursuant to the Lanterman 
Developmental Disabilities Services Act (Division 4.5 (commencing with Section 4500) 
of the Welfare and Institutions Code} and may include. among other populations. adults. 
emancipated minors. families with children. elderly persons. young adults aging out of 
the foster care system, individuals exiting from institutional settings. veterans. and 
homeless people. 

(h) "Transitional housing" means buildings configured as rental housing developments. but 
operated under program requirements that require the termination of assistance and 
recirculating of the assisted unit to another eligible program recipient at a predetermined 
future point in time that shall be no less than six months from the beginning of the 
assistance. 




