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To:
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From: 
Tom Bettencourt, HOME Section Chief

Re:
HOME Minimum Occupancy Standards (Rental Projects)
The purpose of this memo is to reiterate the minimum occupancy standards specified in the Department’s Uniform Multifamily Regulations (UMR) for rental housing units that receive HOME assistance.  Follow this link to access the complete UMR (HCD Multifamily Regulations) – the specific section is §8305 (b). 
The Uniform Multifamily Regulations require that sponsors shall rent vacant units to households with no fewer than the number of people specified in the following schedule: 

	Unit Size
	Minimum Number of Persons in Household

	SRO 
	1 

	0-BR 
	1 

	1-BR 
	1 

	2-BR 
	2 

	3-BR 
	4 

	4-BR 
	6 

	5-BR 
	8 


A Sponsor may assign tenant households to units of sizes other than those indicated as appropriate in the table above if the Sponsor reasonably determines that special circumstances warrant such an assignment and the reasons are documented in the tenant's file.  The Sponsor must obtain prior approval by the Department before assigning a household that does not contain the specified minimum number of persons to a unit.  The Sponsor may receive advance Department approval of exceptions to the above schedule for certain specified situations through the project’s tenant selection plan and management plan.

Please make sure to adhere to the UMR requirements for minimum household sizes in all HOME-assisted units. Note: these occupancy standards also apply to non HOME assisted units which are considered assisted by other HCD programs subject to the Uniform Multifamily Regulations (e.g. the Multifamily Housing Program.) 
For assistance concerning the HOME program “Occupancy Standards”, contact Rita Levy, at (916) 445-8339 or rlevy@hcd.ca.gov.
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